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HOW DO WE BUILD A REGION
WHERE IT IS EASIER & SAFER 

FOR EVERYONE TO WALK & BIKE?



SHAPES OF BIKE PLANNING
FROM PLACES TO CORRIDORS





The key elements needed for an active 
community are: highly mixed land uses, short 
connected blocks, and high-quality infrastructure 
for pedestrian and bicycle traffic. 

Sidewalks, convenient crosswalks, bicycle lanes, 
quality transit service, traffic calming measures, 
mixed-use zoning, and connected street networks 
facilitate active transportation and save lives.



SAFETY IS FUNDAMENTAL
FEDERAL MANDATES & COMMMUNITY PERCEPTION

USDOT: “Responsibility to 

improve conditions and 

opportunities for walking and 

bicycling”

MPOs: “Increase the safety of 

the transportation system for 

motorized and nonmotorized 

users”.

ARC: “Course of action for the 

agency to follow in improving 

safety outcomes on our 

transportation system for all 

users.”



A SAFETY CRISIS FOR PEDESTRIANS
SHARP INCREASE IN INJURIES & FATALITIES



SET A TARGET 
ZERO FATALITIES BY 2030



WE NEED TO CHANGE OUR APPROACH
EMBRACE “SAFE SYSTEM” PLANNING



















Pedestrian and bicyclist 
fatalities are widely distributed 
but occur at low frequencies 
at any single location.



CHASING HOTSPOTS
HISTORY DOESN’T PREDICT FUTURE

Georgia DOT Policy: 

Hotspots at 10 or more crashes 
per half-mile of roadway

Challenges for data analysis:

• Variance of “low-frequency, 

wide-spread” locations

• Noise or inconsistencies in data 

reporting

• Lack of history doesn’t isn’t lack 

of risk at locations with similar 

conditions 

• Retroactive approach doesn’t 

anticipate the next location





UNDERSTANDING LOCATION FACTORS
WHAT CONTRIBUTES TO CRASHES?



IDENTIFY PRIORITIES
REGIONAL RISK ASSESSMENT MAP



IDENTIFY PRIORITIES: 
REGIONAL RISK ASSESSMENT MAP



STRATEGIC APPROACHES TO SAFETY
UNDERSTAND THE DATA & PATTERNS

Eliminate High Crash Locations: 

Traditional crash hotspot 
analysis may identify locations 
that have a concentration of 
fatal and serious crashes.

Treat High-Risk Corridors:

Systemic safety analysis 
identifies dangerous roadway 
design features and travel 
demand for corridors with higher 
transportation risks. 



EVIDENCE-BASED TOOLS
PROVEN SAFETY COUNTERMEASURES







CONNECTING RISKS TO PLANNING
SUPPORTING CONTEXT AND IMPROVING ACCESS



STRATEGIC REGIONAL PLANNING
CONNECTING TRANSPORTATION & LAND USE

Walkable Centers:

• Support existing multimodal 

communities.

• Support multimodal options 

and advance development 

goals in new centers.

Multi-Modal Corridors:

• Reduce risk and improve 

safety.

• Provide access to high-priority 

destinations (schools, parks, 

commercial areas, etc)

• Support existing or latent 

demand.

• Support regional transit routes.

• Make connection.



ESTABLISHING A REGIONAL VISION
WALK. BIKE. THRIVE! AND SUPPLEMENTS

Atlanta Regional Commission

www.atlantaregional.org/bikeped


